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After this failure of the French, Wolfe decided to occupy
a spit of land across the water to the left of the Isle of
Orleans, called Point Levi. This was immediately opposite
the city of Quebec, but was only defended by a force of about
1,000 Canadian riflemen and a band of Indians without
artillery, as the French Generals had been under the
impression that the English guns would not have a long
enough range from this spot to do any damage to the city.
That impression was soon shown to be a bad blunder. The
Grenadiers and Highlanders stormed the position with a loss
of only thirty men, and General Monckton then proceeded to
erect his gun batteries, from which he sent shell after shell into
the lower town of Quebec, doing infinite damage to the houses.

Having discovered their mistake, the French endeavoured
to retrieve it, and 1,500 Canadians set out on a midnight
expedition to retake the position. But in the darkness, and
with a strong current that swept their boats below the English
lines, they only succeeded in getting into a state of panic,
which ended in their firing upon one another by mistake, and
then making their way back again, to be received with the
jibes of the garrison.

For some days Monckton continued his bombardment, but
although distressing to the enemy, it was, after all, a poor
game, because, although we might destroy all the houses in
the lower town, it would be just as difficult to capture the city
so long as the French army guarded the inaccessible rock
upon which it was built*

CHAPTER XX
HEROIC  FAILURE

SEEING that his expenditure of shot and shell would not lead
to any definite results, Wolfe decided upon a new move.
This was to take a strong body of men under his own
command across the St Lawrence to the Falls of Montmorenci,